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The Freedman Gymntorium 


The favorite spot on the Freedman High School campus 
is the "Gym". For many reasons we choose this spot. First 
of all, when our strenuous day's work is done, it is into 
the "Gym" we go for our wholesome relaxation. In the "Gym! 
we find many outlets for amusement and pleasure, 

Our devotional exercises are always enjoyable, espec- 
ially when we have visitors who speak on the things that 
we like. 

We look forward every year to the Junior and Senior 
Prom that is usually given in May. Fond memories of soft 
lights, good music and beautiful decorations linger with 
us for days after. 

fast, but not least, we are trained, by our coaches, 
in the various skills of basketball. We are taught to act 
quickly and to think quickly. We bear in mind our sports- 
manship motto: "Play hard and play clean." It is hoped 
that boys and gamle will be living examples of this motto, 
aad Anat {4t wili follow them throughout their lives, 
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DEDICATION 


Mr. H. C. Sisk 


He received the Bachelor of Arts degree 
at the University of North Carolina, and the 
Master of Arts degree at Columbia University, 
New York City. He was Principal of Schools 
at Stantonaburg and East Gastonia before going 
to Belmont as Superintendent of Schools. He 
remained at Belmont for 26 years before coming 


to Lenoir in 1945. 


In the loving memory of the late Mr. H. C. 
Sisk we, the class of 51, wish to make this 
dedication. We held our Superintendent with 
the greatest of esteem because of his many bene- 
yolent deeds, his true devotion to the highest 
aims of life, his hearty cooperation and earn- 
est desire to petter our schools wherever he 
could. May the deeds of this educational and 
ecivic-spirited man be a solace to us in years 


to come. 








Luther B. Robinsom, Superintendent 


Graduate Work: 


Experience: 


Wake Forest College 
Duke University 
University of North Carolina 


2 years High School Teacher, 
Mountain City, Tennessee 


19 years in Lenoir and Caldwell 
County, 6 years of which was as 
Superintendent of Caldwell County 
Schools. 
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FREEDMAN THIGH SCHOOL 





MR. Aj lo SPEARMAN, PRINCIPAL 


CAMPUS SNA?S 





L. E. Sh 
econ aera Miss N. I. Cannon 
French eae Home Economics 
mee Ee NUCLOr Instructor 
B. So Devree A 
c Sree a B. S. Degrees 
ollege, Greensboro, Bennette College 


Graduate Work-S 

} -Speech 
and Dramatic Art 
Columo1a University, 
New York, N. Y. 


“M. A. Degree oe eo 





Faculty 





Greensboro, N. C. 
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Mr. Je J. Spearman, Principal 
B. S-. Degree-----Johnson C. Smith University, Charlotte, N. C, 
A.& T. College, Greensboro, N. C. : 


I am happy to extend greetings and best wishes to the 


Class ot '51. I am happy to see you reach this stage in 
your development. But do not let your potentialities for 
top here. This is only a stepping stone to 


going furvher 8 
greater heights. 
greater course that 


tomorrow. 
With every good wish, I remain 
Yours truly, 


Je J. Spearman, Principal 


'So I challenge each of you to strive for a 
will enable you to meet the problems of 





Miss D. B. Jackson 


Kight-A Instructor 
Glee Club Directress 


A. B. Degree, Music Education 
North Carolina College 
Durham, N. C. 





Claude F. Erwin 


Junior Instructor 
Girls' Basketball 
and Boys'’ Baseball 
Coach, 


B. S. Degree, 
Johnson C. Smith 
University, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 


Graduate Work, 
North Carolina 
College, Durhan, 





Miss L. Sinclair 
Seventh Grade Instructor 
A. B. Degree, Elementary Education 


Shaw University 
Raleigh, N. C. 





Miss Esther Carson 


A. B. Degree, 
Elewentary Ed. 

J. C. Smitn Univ. 
Charlotte, N. C. 

A. M.,Columbia Univ 
N. Nee Cre 





Miss beanna J. Dubose 
Primary Instructor 


B. S. Degree, Primary 
Education, Winston- 
Salem Teachers College 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 





Miss %. J. Pinkstone 


Gramnar Grade 
Instructor 
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A. B. Degree, 

Johnson C. Smith 
University, Char- 
lotte, N. C. Miss N. L. King 
Graduate Work, 


Primar 
A & T, Greensboro y Instructor 


A. B. Degree, 
Elementary Education 
Johnson C, Smith Univ. | 
Charlotte, N. C. 





‘James H. Jones 





Sophomore Advisor 
Football & Basketball 


Coach 
Social Science Instructor 


' 


Be Se Degree, 
A. & Te College 
Greensboro, N. Cr 


Graduate Work, 
A. & T. College 
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Je T. Mitchell 


Eight-B Instructor 
Band Director 


A. B. Degree, Music Edu 

tion 
North Carolina C = 
DINER ON ollege 


Miss. 
Edith M. Fleming 


Primary Instructor 
Toy Band Directress 


A. B. Degree, 
Bennett College 
Greensboro, N. C. 


New York Univ. 
New York, N. Y. 





Grammar Grade Instructor 


Charlotte, N. C. 


Washington, D 





Mrs. Constance Forney Patterson 


A. B. Degree, Elementary Ed . 
Johnson C, Smith Uaien ote ae an 


Graduate Work, Howard University 
9 


x 5 
helnahowbepi pas 











i. igent==------- oe eee 


Vice ee egident-----aeeueta a= aoe ene Patterson 


pipe -~=- ~~~ PaSSR ES Ahan neo ea Shives 


boi aca ee cr pone 
Sees =a Ella Davis 


Assistant Secretary---- 








Jeane Harper 
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Amanda Tucker 
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Cha His tor 


In September 1939, which was twelve years ago, our 
class entered this school with its innocent minds on its. 
ABC's. The discovery of the class of 1939 was an accident. 


Twelve years ago, early one morning on the 8th. of 
September, 1939, the faculty of the Freedman High School 
were strolling aimlessly through the corridors, chatting 
about the just-ended vacation and wondering whether there 
would be any startling changes in their work during the 
coming year. 


Suddenly they caught a glimpse of something new and 
strange. Just inside the front door, huddled together in 
mute embarrassment and anxiety, were the members of what 
became the class of 1939. To the casual eye, they seemed 
merely a group of ordinary boys and girls, well-dressed, 
reasonably good looking, and badly frightened. But to 
the trained eyes of these dauntless and -experienced explor- 
ers, these strangers seemed distinct and widely separated 
individuals, each possessing aptitudes and talents, de- 
ficiencies and capabilities decidedly worth finding out. 


Gently attempting to dispel the fears of the strang- 
ers, the faculty bade them enter and spent the next few 
weeks attempting to gain their confidence and friendship. 
They succeeded, after great difficulty, in accomplishing 
this. The discoverers of the class of 1939 will be cele- 
brated in history for the gentleness and courtesy they 
displayed toward these strange beings they so couriously 
encountered on September 8, 1939. 


Then four years later we entered the intermediate 
department. This was a time when we were doing things 
for our school. The boys had reached the age of twelve 
and were eligible to join the Boy Scouts. How proudly 
they marched among their fellow students, trying each day 
to do a good deed and to live as a true Scout should. 
Membership in this organization reacted on the school in 
a constructive way. These Boy Scouts have been a great 
factor in school life and have contributed their share 
in a-closer co-operation between teacher and pupil. 


During the war the boys and girls collected essential 
war materials, such as paper and scrap iron. They also 
contributed to the war fund, and gave packages for relief 
after the war. Our country to us has meant freedom and 
service. It also means happiness and joy. 


The next outstanding chapter in the lives of our class 
brings us into the high school. With pluck and courage 
the foundation stones of Algebra, French, History, Science 
and English were lAid. We launched out but were not an- 


chored. © 
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In the beginning of our high school course we were quite 
thrilled at being upper classmen. In the Tenth Grade the 
Class began to assume greater responsibility. ‘The most 
outstanding feature of the eleventh grade was the Junior- 
Senior reception. This foreshadowed the end of our high 
school journey and the most serious air was adopted. 


The last twelve years has meant growth for our class. 
This splendid school we hsve loved and worked for, has em- 
bodied into our lives the one idea that we can always rise 
a step higher. Freedman High School offers educationand 
opportunity for everyone in this wonderful community. This 
class of ours has learned how to rise from the depths and 
aspire to the heights. 


The Senior year reveals two different types of pupils: 
first, those who entered with us in 1939, the same class, 
but fell by the wayside, and those who have gone all the 
way and are finishing this year. This ends the history 
of the Class of 1951. 


Friends, a diploma from this school means opportunity. 
The Seniors tonight launch out with youthful pride to face 
a world too wide to comprehend. May we be guided by the 
principles we have learned here in Freedman High School 
and sail to the Shore of Success. 


Now school is over and we're lonesome and blue, 
As through this world we ream, 

We think of the past 

And wonder at last 

If we'll travel the road back home. 


Tonight we go back in memory when we first set out to school,,. 


Away back there in the first grade chair 
We sang so sweet and low. 
Our teacher's smile seemed all the while 
- To say, I love you sO. 

We long to go back in memory, 
To the days of long ago. 
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Class P rophecy 


YOUR NOSE KNOWS 


When your fortune Phrenologists read, 
They felt all the bumps on your head= 
Which was tiresome and made you so weary 
That the happiest fortune seemed dreary. 
By cards, by handwriting, or trances, 

You may learn of your nest circumstances. 
But I have a new method astounding, 

That is very old system confounding. 

Did you know that the shape of your noses 
Your minds and your future discloses? 
Just to prove that my powers are ample 

I shall give you a wonderful sample. 

I glance thus at your faces all glowing, 
And straightway your future I'm knowing. 


Hear ye the prophecy of the class of 1951: 

Teddy Dula as president has served his class well 
An efficient Executive he has learned to be. 

With the same sense of duty ever before hin, 

He will lead a great University. 


Juliet Patterson the most musical on in the class 
A great pianist she will be 

On concert tours she will go at last 

And bring fame to herself you will see. 


Around the Metropolitan Opera House, Bobby Fer= 
guson will linger 

Some day in New York you will find 

Success will be his as a singer. 


In the newspaper world finds two members of 
your class, 

Thomas Witherspoon and Phillip Patterson 

Are Editors at last. 


Hail to Jerlene Lipford 

The typical housewife 

In a home with John Hood 

She will spend the rest of her life, 


In the school-room finds Inis Dula 
Teaching children, young and bright; 
Working with them all day long, 

And planning for them at night. 


Geneva Propst who has won honors 

In the Triangular Debates 

Has become the best speaker in Washington 
Of any senator in the United States. 





Daring adventuresome Ethel Mae June 

So happy,carefree, and bright 

You will find her some day and aviatrix 
Who will win a non-stop flight. 


The captain of your baseball team 

To tell you the plain truth 

Will someday take the coveted place 
Of the sports hero Lawerence Michaux. 


You will find Miles Patterson in the President's 


chair 
Of the national city bank, 
Lester Lee Moore will also be there 
As Vice-President, the next in rank. 


Mayme Branch, beware the attention of men 
For they may do you harm. 

This prophecy fortells 

That you'll be a good school-marn. 


We hear so much about farm relief 

When we read the papers today 

Joseph Shives has decided the only relief, 
Is to go back to the farm and stay. 


Phyllis Ested will be an artist who 

Will mural decorations do 

And be as well a portrait painter 

Who'll make poor Rembrandt's glory fainver. 


Clifton Wright likes to speculate 
And takes his fun in tempting trate, 
So He'll become the reckless Joker 
A very lucky Wall Street broker. 


Our friend Ella Mae Davis, 

Has a very small voice, 

But great big emotion 

And diction, quite choice. 

So she'll be a radio crooner some day, 

And sob all her troubles and troubles away. 


A plumber, working overtime, 

With charges huge and nerve sublime 
Billy Jones' future plain I see, 

A very wealthy man He'll be 


Not tond, herself, of overwork, 

She can't endure that otners shirk, 
So Marie Hood will run with glee 

A great employment agency. 


He argues morming, noon, and night, 
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And wins, if he be wrong or right 
So Frederick Battle will be, of course 
A lawyer, criminal and divorce, 


Harriet Corpening, a girl of charm and grace 
Whose virtues are reflected in her face, 
Will live in peace and plenty all her life, 
A housewife delux and happy wife. 


With gesture wide and voice intense 
At speaking pieces she's immense 

And so Jean Marie Harper upon the stage 
Will soon become the nations' rage. 


Her fertile brain and ready wit 

Proclaim at once the job she's fit, 

Frances Briggs will write the perfect story, 
Thus covering herself with glory. 


Young Amanda Tucker, has great ambition 
She'll be a witty politician 

To Congress by admirers sent 

And next, perhaps, Secretary of State. 


A nurse, Social working overtime 

With charges huges and nerve sublime 
Catherine Witherspoon's future plain I see, 
A very wealthy woman she'll be. 


Er'e many years Cassie Jones will be 

A solemn Doctor of Philpsophy 

And in a manner haughtily shall expound 
Her wisdon and theories profound. 


A seamstress, who works overtime 
With charges huge and nerve sublime, 
Billie Dula's future plain I see, 

A very wealthy lady she'll be. 


I hope this very generous sample 

Has proved to you my powers are ample, 
And that the outline of your noses 
Your future honestly discloses. 


Written by 
Jean Marie Harper 
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Phillip Patterson wills his position as the Year- 
Book Editor in Chief to Margaret Dula. 


Jean Marie Harper wills her ability to get along 
with teachers to Joyce Gaither. 


Joseph Shives wills his ability to get Chemistry 
to Spencer Patterson. 


Mayme Branche wills her ability to get English 
to Helen Forney. 


Billy Jones wills his ability to drive the school 
bus to Charles Greene. 


Amanda Tucker wills her ability to do Sociology 
to Marion Powell. 


Miles Patterson wills his ability in Chemistry 
to Jimmy Isbell. . 


Harriet Corpening wills her position as the first 
Assistant Librarian to Louise Porter. 


Marie Hood leaves her patience to Charles Greene. 


Billie Dula leaves her good luck to the Junior 
Class. 


Phillis Ested leaves to. our Principal a sense of 
relief that we have at last been graduated. 


Lester Lee Moore wills to the teachers his very 
kindest regards. 


Frederick Battle wills his ability to get along 
with teachers to Spencer Patterson. 


Geneva Propst wills her position as Captain of the 
basketball team, and her exceptional ability in French 
to Peggy Scott. 


Juliet Patterson wills her musical talent to Eleanor 
Witherspoon. 


Jerlene Lipford wills her claen bobby socks to a 
lucky neat person. 


Teddy Dula wills his position as President of the 
Senior Class to Charles Lewis Horton. 


John Hood wills his car to the lucky person who 
will own a car some day. 
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sae Sreste Jones wills her quiet ways to Marjorie 
Francis Briggs wills her wl 
Toycene Tenet: gz ability to do French to 


Lawerence Michaux wills his football h 
Lillard James Gaither, ‘ ees 


Ella Mae Davis wills her qui 
Geneva Reid, quiet sense of humor to 


Inis Dula wills her dignity and "goo goo" eyes to 
Lallage Suddreth. ra eS : 


Clifton Wright wills his ivileges and rights as 
a Senior to the Junior class, oe : | 


Thomas Witherspoon wills to the football team of 
next year the ability to win the trophy. 


Ethel Mae June wills to the Junior class our mantle 
of dignity. 


Catherine Witherspoon wills her neat French note- 
book to the Junior class. 


Written by 
Frederick Battle 


Clos Song 


8, dear classmates, 
Sere os with tendrest of memories and deepest 


Wi Pe aca the spell of sweet friendships upon us, 

Without them, life would be in vain. : 

All will be sadness without you, dear classmates. 

Each day finds us thinking of you, 

With joys, and with sorrows we leave you. . ae 

Dear classmates, we love you, dear classmates, i 
dear teachers, 

tee Cee eeu aGarona and untiring efforts, we feel. 

yous patience and kindness and sincere devotion 


fely thus far. 
Have Suan oun eieea in honor, each year we will 


r true 
To ee OAs Mater, we bid you farewell. 
We sete you, we love you, we do. 





say no evil 
Hear no evil 
See no evil 


‘And if your lips would guard: 


Five things observe with care: 
To whom you speak 

Of whom you speak, 

How, When, and Where 
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‘anitor, Mr. Will Davenport, 
= ae with us for ten years. He 
ig very active in his wor, and still 


likes his job as janitor. 
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SUPERLATIVES 


--Lawrence Michaux 
@<------ --Mayme Branche ee 
55° eam ro Dula--Thomas Withersp 
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Back Row, left to right: Preston Horton, Spencer Pat- 
terson, Forrest Powell, Charles Horton, Jimmy Isbell, 
Eugene Corpening. 


Front Row, left to right: Joycene James, Helen Forney, 
Carrie Bell Cerpening, Peggy Scott, Marjorie Scott, 
Louise Porter. 
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J. Corpening, L. 
Gaither, T. Steed, 

Vv. Pitts, R. Echerd, 
I. W. Jones, G. 
Michaux, N. Jones, 

H. Harper, W. Thomas, 
C, Thomas, J. Jones, 
Ie Reid, or, FOX, aie 
Howell, F. Greggs, 

B. Jones, D. Davis, 
G@. Reid, A. Corpening 
J. Isbell, M. Reid, 
B. Yount, K. Forney, 
M, Dula, R. Pattersor 
ER, Hood, E. Wither- 
spoon, M. Tucker, 

R. Abernathy, F. 
Sudderth, K. Fergu- 
son, Te Dula, J. 

Fred Corpening and 





J. Mitchell, L. Murphey, W. S. Corpening, 
N. Johnson. 
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Bynum Thomas, James Jones, James Davenport, Demery Harper, 

Ivey J. Horton, Ben Ferguson, Cleveland Veasley, Richard Jones, 
James T. Horton, Georgia Horton, Barbara Scott, Sylvia Williams | 
Shirley Phillips, Dorothy Corpening, Shirley Powell, Betty Jo ¥ | 
Norwood, Sara Patterson, Margaret Dula, Annie Patterson Carolyn 
Dula, Gladys Michaux, Nancy Tucker, Betty Patterson, Mary are 


Propst, Frances 

Dewberry, Alease sata Pf ee x as a 
Parson, Joan Ham- ern ia 

ilton, Joyce Gai- 
ther, Ann Jones, 
Alma Horton, Ray 
Grimes, Jimmy Nor- 
wood, James FOX, 
Leroy Jones, Cleve- 
Jand Briggs, Jerry 
Horton, Jonn P. 
Sudderth 
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Cassie Jones 
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Tuilet Patterson | 
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G ee Gla: 


Freedman Glee Club 


Since music must ever be the universal medium of ex- 
ession, Freedman school provides for its students an op- 
portunity to participate in and develop an appreciation for 
this great art. In the Girls Glee Club, composed of 35 voices, 
students gain increased pleasure in singing as a group, and 
at the same time, learn to observe and practice some of the 
elements of good singing. This organization also embodies 
the spirit of service and cooperation by contributing often 
to school and community events. 
Members are: A. Norwood, I. Jones, T. Dula, F. Dula, 
W. Scott, S. ~atterson, E. Thomas, D. Keaton, J. Patterson, 
S, Moore, G. ‘fichaux, G. Reid, K. Forney, A. Hartso, E. Jones, 
E. Davis, A. “arson, D. Johnson, M. Harshaw, M. Horton, O. 
Steed, J. Patiersony, A. Tucker, I. Dula, B. Johnson, B. Dula, 
J. Norwood, C. Dula, M. Porter, S. Corpening, S. Dula, J. 
Shives, H. Corpening; E. Hood, M. Dula. 
Student Accompanist: Juliet Patterson 
Directress: Miss D. B. Jackson 





Chemical Laboratory 


Pictured: 
Forney and 
Ann Yount. 





Kay Sonie 
Bessie 








Sewing Room 


Pictured are 
a group of girls 
taking sewing les- 
sons. Instructor, | 
Miss N. hes Cannon, 








Dramatic Department 
L. E. Shade: Director 


Scene from "A Canticle of the Nativity" 


Characters: 


Mary--------------------------Inis Dula 
Joseph--------=- ~--------------Thomas Witherspoon 
aiteonepneard—— =~ Saas ------Joseph Shives 

Ond. Shephard-----------------Frederick Battle 
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Football Squad 


Freedman High Blue Devils 





Done enan sees Serre = Mr. J. He. Jones 





Miss Ella Mae Davis was chosen as 
"Miss Freedman High" this year. She is 
from the Senior Class, and one whom we 
esteem highly for her scholarship and 
leadership. She reigned over hnomecoming 
day as queenly as 4 queen can reign. 


Miss Davis' attendants were: 
Jo Norwood, Jerlene Lipford, Kays° 


and Joycene James. 
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Freedman High Girls Team 


First row: Peggy Scott(7), Marie Hood(3), Cap- 
tain Geneva Propst(5), Francis Dewberry(1), Jer- 


lene Lipford(8), Joyce Gaither(2). 


Second row: Coach, Mr C. F. Erwin; Barbara Scott(4), 
Co-Captain Marjorie Scott(9), Jean M. Harper(10), 
Shirley Powell(12), Jacqueline Isbell(11), Mayme 


RBranche(6). 
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Girls Basketball 


2nd. Team, 49-50 4 
Captain: Barbara Scott Co-Captain: Ann Jones 


First row: Sylvia Williams, Joan Hamilton, Betty Norwood, 
Mary Harshaw, Sara Patterson, Emma Dula, Dorothy Corpening. 


Second row: Coach C. F. Erwin, Mary Propst, Ann Jonesy 
Frances Dewberry, Barbara Scott, Shirley Powell, Joyce 
Gaither, Gladys Michaux, and Mr. Jesse Adams. 
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Freedman High Basket Ball Team 


First row, left to right: Frederick Battle(1), Charles 
Green(2), Captain Lawerence Michaux(3), Co-Capt. Phil- 
lip Patterson(4), Spencer Patterson(5). 


Second row, left to right: Freddie Corpening(6), Thomas 
Witherspoon(7), Tommie Steed(8), William Thomas, Charles 
Horton(9), W. S. Corpening(10), Coach , J. H. Jones. 
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BASEBALL 


America's most favorite passtime sport, 
{it is the favorite sport among the boys of 
The middle of March will find us down 
ing the "old apple" around, spe 


diamond, pass 
Ofeune baseball fan. 
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With only a few members lost to the team, 


new crop of youngsters, 
promising. We are expect 
terson, our first string catcher}; 
man; William R. Thomas, left fielder; 
stop; Charles L. Horton, catcher; 
and Spencer Patterson, coming 
eat pitcher. 


also Norfolk Jone 
na should be promising. 
f the team is Lawerence 
Phillip Patterson. Standing, left to 
Erwin, Vernon pitts, Lillard Gaither, 
erence Michaux, J. T. Horton, Phillip 


person, William R. Thomas and 
left to right: 


Battle, 
lie Corpening» 
chell. 


Charles 


"June 


w. S$. Corpening shou 


s on the pitching staff. 


Thomas wither- 
Frederick 


preston Horton, Charles Horton, wil- 
, Green and Jimny Mit- 


ing great things from 
! Michaux, a utility 

Lillard Gaither, short 
on third and 


Harris Harper 
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right: 
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Free 
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and true enough, 


aman High. 


and with a 


the prospects for a good team look 


Phillip Pat- 


good 
Fred Cor- 


Co-captain, 
Coach, C. F. 














SENIORS BOYS LEAVING CLASS! OF 52’ 


John Hood 

Thomas Witherspoon 
Capt. lawrence Michaux 
Co-Capt. Phillip Patterson 
Fredrick Battle 
Coach---J. He Jones 





CHEER LEADERS 
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Freedman High School Band 
The Freedman Band, organized this year’, endea- 
vors not only to add to the school and community 
spirit, but also to contribute to their cultural 
development as well. We hope that eventually, every 
student shall be able to study music at some time dur- 
ing his scnool life. 


Bandmaster, Mr. Joseph T. Mitchell 


Rhythm Band 
Directresses, 
Miss E. M. Fleming 
Miss on Goode 
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Miss 0. P. Goode 


Primary Instructor 
Librarian 
Toy Band Directress 





A. B. Degree, Johnson C. Smith University, 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Library Staff: 
Ella Mae Davis, Student Assistant 


Harriet Corpening, Student Assistent 
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Study Room 


ior 
A group of sen 
girls at study. 
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Bus 45: Clarence Thomes 
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Bus 3; Billy Jones 


Freedman Cafeteria 


Lorine Ikard 


Mrs. 


Manager : 


Home Economics 








